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A study of Spanish American and Anglo American culture value concepts sought 
to determine (through the use of a teacher awareness scale) the degree to which 
teachers were aware of cultural differences, and (through a student acculturation 
questionnaire) to determine the extent of acceptance by Spanish American students 
of Anglo American values. Data from the students acculturation questionnaire 
indicated that the Spanish American students operation was comparable to the Anglo 
American student in incorporation of culture value concepts. The data from the 
teacher awareness scale indicated that teachers were aware of differences between 
the 2 ethnic groups. The study recommended: (1) recognition of compatible Spanish 
American culture value concepts; (2) realization of the value of group conformity in 
gaming acceptance; (3) awareness by the educational structure of the complex needs 
arising from biculturalism; and (4) utilization by teachers of sociometric techniques for 
measurement of group interaction. (DA) 
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A STUDY OF ANGLO-AMERICAN AND 
SPANISH-AMERICAN CULTURE VALUE 
CONCEPTS AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE 
IN SECONDARY EDUCATION 



T HIS was a study of Anglo-American and Span- 
ish-American culture value concepts, the de- 
termination of the degree of teacher awareness of 
socio-cultural differences, and the determination 
of the degree of acceptance of Anglo-American 
culture values by Spanish-American students. 

The first part of this study compared Anglo- 
American and Spanish-American culture value 
concepts and determined value configurations that 
are in conflict one with the other in the two cul- 
tures. A review was made of literature in educa- v 
tion, psychology, and other social sciences dealing ‘ 
with these two value systems to determine the 
value structure inherent in each system and as a 
basis for the development of an acculturation scale 
and a teacher-awareness scale of socio-cultural 
differences. The hypothesis for this part of the 
study was that Anglo and Spanish-American cul- 
ture value concepts, when compared, reveal cer- 
tain value configurations that are in conflict one 
With the oth€ir. 

The second part of this study investigated, 
among selected students, the extent of acceptance 
of the Anglo-American cultural value system. The 
hypothesis for this part of the study was that the 
Spanish-American students were not acculturated;. 
that is, many aspects of the Anglo middle class 
culture had not been internalized. 

The final part of this study investigated, among 
selected teachers, the awareness of socio-cultural 
factors as they affect the education of Spanish- 
speaking students. The hypothesis for this part of 
the study was that the teachers were not aware 
of many of the socio-cultural factors that seem to 



be extremely important in the education of chil- 
dren from this minority group. 

The study was limited to: (1) values considered 
common to the dominant American middle class; 

(2) folk culture values considered to be held in 
common by persons of Spanish-American or Span- 
ish-speaking origin; (3) secondary school teachers; 
and (4) junior and senior high school Anglo and 
Spanish-American students. 

The study was divided into: (1) a review of the 
pertinent literature; (2) the formulation of two 
questionnaires from the literature; (3) a sample of 
secondary level students chosen according to cri- 
teria developed; (4) a sample of secondary teachers 
chosen according to criteria developed; (5) an in- 
terview schedule; and (6) the analysis of data and 
drawing of conclusions. 

j 

The acculturation questionnaire contained 
twenty-five structured items which covered (1) 
cultural orientations, and (2) social conditions of ^ 
the two groups. Listed below are some of the items \ 
contained in a questionnaire, the instructions for 1 
responding to each item, and the justification for ! 
each of the items. 

ACCULTURATION SCALE j 

People react differently to certain situations. j 

People feel differently about other ways of doing 
things. I’d like to know how you feel about a j 

person doing these things listed below: whether he j 

1 = absolutely should 
2=should 

3=may or may not • : 

4= should not 
5 = absolutely should not 
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